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Apples GarageBand brought music-making to the masses,
but can Acoustica’s app work the same magic on the PC?
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'Craft slices

Bangers mashed

toirhic Like programs such as Acid Proand

s al with the Ableton Live, Mixcraft enables you to
in beatmatch larger audio files so that they
e can be mixed together. When these
longer files are dropped into the project,
Mixcraft automatically detects their
tempi, and asks if you want to alter the
project tempo to match the file or vice
TEIr AP0 i versa. zplane.development’s élastique
ot them to imvest efficient algorithm - the same one used
oiment [ EsoUrcer thi Ii in Ableton Live and Tracktion 3 - ison

tis Mixcraft hand to stretch the audio to fit, and it
s Kane 3 s with sounds great, as you'd expect.
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ks e laystyle Miscrafl 4 our tests, with a steady 4/4 house track,
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complicated tunes, the routine was less
successful. This wouldn't be too much of
a problem if the program enabled you to
edit the detected beats, a la Live, but
Mixcraft's analysis is set in stone. Tracks
where the tempo drifts are tricky to
work with, and the manual even
suggests splitting the audio into
multiple sections, automating the track
tempo to keep everything at the same
speed, then mixing the results downtoa
new wave file - hardly practical.

While Mixcraft 4 offers great
timestretching functions, unless you're
mixing 4/4 music of a fixed tempo, we'd
suggest looking elsewhere if
beatmatching is your priority.

Alternatively

Magix Music Studio 12 Deluxe
em109 >> 810 >» E50

Sony ACID Music Studio 7
MAA == N/ == E45

Verdict

r,:’; Grial value

Easy to use

Acidized WAV and Apple Loops support
Handy GM sounds included

Instrument stacking in presets

s

M i =
Lt Loop mode glitches

Beatmatching not great

Easy on the wallet vl with much
potential power thanks to impaortan
additions like MIDI and V5Ti support,
Mixcraft 4 is a skgnificant step up from v3
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